New enforcement guidelines for covid-19 containment in islands
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Consell de Formentera president Alejandra Ferrer met today with the Balearic minister of public
administrations, Isabel Castro, to discuss safety measures to prevent the spread of covid-19 on
Formentera. Other attendees of the gathering included environment and inspections conseller
Antonio J Sanz and chief of interior Josep Mari.

In the words of Formentera’s premiere, the Govern’s new orders, which come against the
backdrop of the pandemic and are meant to ensure compliance with hygiene, distancing, face
covering and other safety measures, “are as crucial as the coordination that's emerging
between forces of security, inspectors, lifeguards, Civil Protection and other volunteers”.

Ferrer pledged cooperation at every level of government, and voiced fresh praise for the
responsibility displayed by islanders and island businesses that rallied to stem the spread of
covid-19 on the island. “Now we’re asking our visitors to be responsible too”, she said. “Please,
take heed of educational campaigns that will be ongoing.”

Castro, for her part, detailed the new Balearic guidelines on infractions of public health rules
aimed at containing the pandemic. The minister said the goal was to develop “a unified and
coordinated approach to enable expedited processing and resolution of fines for
non-compliance with covid-19 rules”. “What we can’t abide is that a handful of irresponsible
individuals jeopardise the fruits of a collective effort”, she said.

Offences and fines are classed as minor, serious and very serious based on the nature and
circumstances of a particular infraction. Citing officers will also take into account factors like
whether an individual deliberately violated rules, caused disproportionate damage or risk to
public health, how many people were affected, if there were benefits to the offence in question,
whether it was the first time, (if the offender is a business) the establishment’s place in the local
business community and the nature of the business and commercial activity. Minor offences
carry fines of €100 to €3,000; serious offences fines of €3,001 to €60,000 and very serious
offences fines between €60,001 and €600,000.
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